
 
Welcome to Visions of Science Network for Learning! 
 
We welcome you to Visions of Science Network for Learning! 
 
Thank You for Volunteering with Visions of Science Network for Learning! 
 
We all stand on the shoulders of others. Share your unique and special science 
skills and knowledge with others. Develop new skills and gain valuable 
experience to further your career aspirations.  
 
Welcome to Orientation and Training! 
 
ORIENTATION 
The volunteer orientation process is designed to help increase the candidate 
volunteer's knowledge of VoSNL, background of the agency and insight into the 
philosophy, mandate and mission.  
 
Orientation is necessary to provide the volunteer with an understanding of how 
the program works and what the expectations of the programs are. 
 
This orientation process will provide  
 
¥ Some of the history and background of the VoSNL organization and 

programs. 
 
¥ Information regarding significant past, current and future programs and 

initiatives of Visions of Science Network for Learning and associated 
Community and Educational Partners.  

 
¥ Some information regarding the developing policies and procedures of the 

programs and the organization.  
 
Please use these developing series of documents and files as part of your 
orientation to Visions of Science Network for Learning (VoSNL).  
These background reading files will also serve as a guide to your training for 
facilitating science education, awareness and promotion activities for children, 
youth, families and the greater community within an Afro-centric perspective.  
 
This is only a guide. Please feel free to ask questions to clarify any of your 
concerns. Please feel free to offer your own helpful contribution! 
 
VOLUNTEERÕS ROLE IN OUR SUCCESS 
Volunteers are key to the success of our many programs and initiatives. 
Volunteers are encouraged to give feedback, ask for guidance or support, 
express success and frustrations, ask for advice, or just vent your feelings!  
 
How are we doing? How can we do it together, better?  



 
TRAINING 
Each candidate volunteer brings their own unique set of skills and abilities. We 
acknowledge this wide spectrum - from senior high school students to Ph.D. 
Scientists and Science Professionals. 
 
With orientation, we share our goals, objectives, philosophy and expectations.  
With training, we share our methods. We seek to synchronize and engage. 
Training may lead to greater understanding and confidence to help bring your 
unique skills and love of science to work with us to help fulfill our mandate.   
 
Training may help prepare volunteers for the challenge question:  
Can we get science outreach, Òdown to a scienceÓ?  
 
This is only a guide. We are strong believers in hands-on training.  
Most importantly, we can all learn from each other.  All members of the VoSNL 
share the mission for education and the promotion of science and technology.  
 
VISIONS OF SCIENCE NETWORK FOR LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
We are a Network for Learning!  We ask you to join us as we share and enjoy the 
role of teaching, mentoring, and guiding others to the field of Science.  
 
Visions of Science will offer a climate for learning, using a variety of teaching 
methods. Extensive hands-on training is provided for volunteers of the Visions of 
Science Network for Learning:  
 
For further information  
A large list of resources and references is already available. A developing 
collection of Word documents and PDF files is also available for further 
background reading. These are all being reviewed, re-organized and prepared 
for gradual effective release.  
 
 
Personal Growth and Development 
Volunteers will be provided with numerous opportunities for personal growth and 
development.  
¥ We encourage interaction, sharing of information and discussion. 
¥  We ask volunteers to provide us with information regarding what other 

types of training you would like offered. 
 
Evaluation 
¥  We ask you to evaluate your volunteer orientation and training sessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

VoSNL VOLUNTEER POSITIONS 
 
Science Club Facilitator 
 
Visions of Science Network for Learning seeks enthusiastic and engaging 
college/university student volunteers with strong communication skills for sharing 
fun, interactive science activities with elementary aged students in community 
based science clubs. Volunteers should have a strong love of science and 
working with children in the position of Lead Science Club Facilitators.   
 
There will be two Lead instructors and two teaching assistants per club from an 
assortment of backgrounds.  
 
Science Professionals from diverse scientific fields, undergraduate and graduate 
university science students act as Facilitators. Senior high school students act as 
Assistants.  
 
The part-time positions will involve 4 hours per week. The Science Club 
Facilitators will acquire working and leadership skills, which will enhance their 
future career aspirations.  
 
For example, Science Club Facilitators gain working experience and skills 
relating to youth, communication skills, cross cultural communication, working 
using Kwanzaa principles and effective group development while running a 
science club. 
 
Science Club Assistant Facilitator 
 
Visions of Science Network for Learning seeks enthusiastic senior high school  
student volunteers with strong communication skills for sharing fun, interactive 
science activities with elementary aged students in community based science 
clubs. Volunteers should have a strong love of science and working with children 
in the position of Science Club Assistants.  
 
There will be two Lead instructors and two teaching assistants per club from an 
assortment of backgrounds. 
 
Science Professionals from diverse scientific fields, undergraduate and graduate 
university science students act as Facilitators. Senior high school students act as 
Assistants.  
 
The part-time positions will involve 2 hours per week. The Science Club 
Assistants will acquire working skills, which will enhance their future career 
aspirations.  
 
For example, Science Club Assistants gain working experience and skills relating 
to youth, communication skills, cross cultural communication, working using 
Kwanzaa principles and effective group development while running a science 
club. 
 
 



 
 
Curriculum Development 
 
Assist Visions of Science with the planning and development of relevant science 
club and camp curricula, activities, tutorials, field trips, and/or events as 
appropriate to program objectives, protocol, and standards.  
 
Research, design, and develop fun hands-on science experiments and activities 
for children. Provide assistance in the planning, production, and publication of 
both printed and computerized copy and materials. Facilitate the delivery of 
curriculum and other educational programming; present or assist in the 
presentation of established curriculum, as appropriate to the individual position.  
 
Use and develop your skill in the use of personal computers and related software 
applications. Consolidate your ability to gather data, compile information, and 
prepare appropriate science based educational material.  Fine-tune your ability to 
develop and deliver presentations. Master your skill in organizing resources and 
establishing priorities.  
 
Public Relations Outreach  
 
Work with Visions of Science and peer leaders, youth volunteers and community 
agencies in using community development strategies to plan, implement and 
evaluate VoSNLÕs promotional outreach initiatives. Prospect, recruit, and service 
individuals, companies and organizations to ensure VoSNL programs are 
effectively marketed to the community. 
 
Help to provide public relations outreach and communications support to Visions 
of Science Network for Learning (VoSNL). Help to design, develop, initiate and 
manage public affairs and promotional activities to support and strengthen 
VoSNL 's mission and mandate 
 
Provide assistance to organize, coordinate and prepare promotional material and 
undertake a range of activities including, but not limited to, events to launch, 
media releases and multi-media presentations to promote, and develop 
partnerships at educational forums to showcase VoSNL programs. Provide 
support to coordinate special events including Annual Symposia, Science Clubs, 
workshops, seminars, and other Science Awareness events. 
 
Use and develop excellent communication skills along with strong presentation, 
facilitation, leadership, and project management skills. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Science Awareness Facilitators (include summer opportunities) 
 
 
Enthusiastic high school, college/university students and science professionals 
with strong communication skills needed for sharing fun, hands-on science 
activities with children in community based science awareness day events. 
 
Science Awareness Day events introduce families, children and youth to science 
in a fun, educational and entertaining way.  Science Awareness Day events are  
used for bringing science awareness outreach directly into targeted communities 
and groups.  
 
These events will occur at varying local community centres, schools and meeting 
places. These sessions feature presentations on African history, culture and 
contribution to Science and Technology. There are also fun, hands-on science 
experiments and demonstrations, interactive workshops and science awareness 
presentations.  
 
Science Awareness Facilitators duties/responsibilities: 
Assist Visions of Science with facilitating Science Awareness Day events. Your 
specific duties/responsibilities will depend on your availability, ability, capability, 
desires and preferences for science awareness volunteer contribution. 
 
Science Awareness Facilitators will act as role models to promote science and 
technology among under-represented youth. Facilitators will gain valuable 
experience and working skills that will enhance their future career aspirations. 
 
Visions of Science intends to implement further Science Awareness Day events 
with our Community and Educational partners. An expansion of this science 
outreach program will help bring a greater awareness of science and technology 
directly to a larger number of under-represented students and families.  
 
Science Awareness Day Events will be announced as soon as details are 
available. We welcome you to join us as we continue to bring awareness of 
Science and Technology to our community. 
 
 
 
¥  Application forms and further program information is available for potential 
volunteers. 
¥   Please fill out and submit an application form, which includes contact 
information. 
¥   A completed application form is required in order to volunteer. 
 
Visit our website: visionsofscience.ca or call 416 266 6464 or fax 416 264 8015 
or e-mail Ð visionsofscience2002@hotmail.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 


